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LIONSAT LAMB HOUSE
By Edwin M. Yoder, Jr.
978-1-933372-34-1

Orhis wondeful nove discloses the naure of two monumnental minds making each more dazzling
in the process .. . . Arare book, & moving as it is thoughful. ON Roge Rosenblatt

ABOUT THIS BOOK

Lions at Lamb House imagines what hgppens when an Audrian psychiatrist respondsto the urgent
request of a Boston colleague The colleague who fears his brother@ intention to rewrite his early
novds may bethe sign of debilitating neuroses, urges the Audrian psychiatrist to visit and evaluae
his brother at home in the south of England. Thetime is 1908.The Audrian is Sigmund Freud. The
Bogonian is William James and the novdist is his brother Henry. Wha comes of Freud® ten-day
visit to Lamb Hous isfiction of ahigh oder, & once artful and entertaining.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. James undestandslife throughthe art of writing where Freud undestands it through science.
Does the author give a clear concluson as to which gentleman@ perspective illuminaes life
more clearly?

2. Fletcherism, a chalatan@® theory tha seems prepoderousto us now, is subsribed to by the
intelligent Henry James. Can you think of any theories presently practiced tha, in hindsght,
will seem ridiculousto following generations?

3. Seeing theway the townspeople react to the notion tha James may be Onentally ill,Ohow does
thar perception of psychoandysis compare with the present-day perspective of the same
practice?

4. How does the author rendeing of Freud compare with your prior understanding of him? Of
James?

5. Can you imagine othe imminent minds meeting? Would ther theories work in concert or
conflict?
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INTERVIEW WITH EDWIN M. YODER, JR.

Q: From where did the idea of a Freud-James meeting come? Is there any evidence tha thetwo men
met?

A: No evidence tha | know of. How | came by theidea: It was when | discovered that Freud had
visited his hdf brothers in Manchester in 1908.1 already knew the immediate surroundingsand
circumstances of Henry James@ life at that time. | also knew that his brother William and Freud
had a famous meeting at Clark University (whose President, Stanley Hall, was one of Freud®
first American followers) the following year. All this was the nacre of wha | hopeis a
novdistic pearl!

Q: Freud is pitted againg James in a debde to decideif life is better undestood throughscience or
art. Was this a pre-planned dynanic, or did it develop ove the course of writing?

A: | believed it emerged as | developed the story, although of course it was implicit in any meeting
of the two tha could be imagined. Once the story was drafted it proved to be oppotune to
shapen the thematic encountr and verbal exchanges to fit it. | hopel didn® simplify the
intellectud orientation of either major character. Freud was in his own way an artist, as any
reader of his case histories and monogaphsknows Dfor ingance his M oses and Monohdasm,0
which advanced the controversial idea that Moses was Egyptian. Inasmuch as the origins of
Moses are shrouded in myth, no onecan know definitively whether Freud® idea was right, but
it certainly was as creative as it was controversial. On the other hand, Henry James@ literary
criticism shows a mind of extraordinary andytical acuteness; and science ran in the family, as
witness his brother® distinction in psychology | would hope the reader of @ionDwould
undestand tha | intended no absolute sepaation beween art and science

Q: Thenovd demondrates fluency with both men@ professiond work, butthere is also a great desl
of familiarity with ther manneisms and personal behavior. Was this suppostion? Are there
accounts of their pesonal behaviors?

A: On the latter point, the answer is yesN in spades. Both Freud and Henry James have been the
subjects of monunental biographies Dby his early disciple Ernest Jones and, later, by Peter Gay
and othersin Freud® case; by Leon Edd and countess others in the case of Henry James. In my
descriptions of ther manneaisms, | imagined a good bit but the imagining was heard Henry
James@®. | imagined James stuttering a bit, and Freud  who was fluent in severa languages
induding English B sometimes getting his English verbs in Germanic order. This was
imaginaion on my pat, but agan it was imagining based on a fairly full grasp of ther
persondities and mannaisms.
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Q: In the novd, James and Whaton have a lovely relationghip. Is there evidence tha they were
confidants?

A: Thechief evidence of ther beng confidants is ther large correspondence, which has in fact been
collected in a single volume. They met and traveled togeher quite a lot, chiefly in France,
England and Italy. James fondly accused Wharton of beng an @ngd of devastationOin
whisking him off on tours in he automobile, but there is no doubtthat James relished these
excursionsand her company. | think of them as very close friendsindeed. It was Wharton who
organized other James friends to present the famous Sargent portrait and who intrigued
(unuccessfully, alas) to get him the Nobd Prize. But then, among the transcendent early 20"
Century novdists, James, Conrad and Joyce (and Lawrence) were not Novel Laureates, which
many lesser figures were. The capacity of the Novel judges for getting it wrong ha continued.

Q: A novd of historical fiction draws on the author@ keen sense of research, a qudity essential to
joumdists. What are other smilarities of writing in thetwo idioms, fiction and nonfiction?

A: Having now had some subdantial experience in both, | can say tha the similarities are amog
nonexistent. |1 did not undestand tha when | began writing fiction for the first time since
college days. | thoughttha my extensve experience in discursive writing would serve me
adequaely, but in fact (setting aside relatively minor issues of style, grammar etc.) Writing
fiction diaws upon \ery different psychological resources. Persondities and thar stories mug be
imagined Pliteraly; they come from a different place in the writer@ psyche.

Q: You pokefun at the nature of tabloid/irresponsble joumdism with the Rye Register inddent. Is
this acomment on he moden proliferation of tabloid media?

A: Well, | wouldn®want to plead guilty to a didactic pumpose but the evidence is there, | suppoe.
In fact, Henry James had a strong distaste for joumdism, especially of the trash tabloid variety.
He wrote a novdla caled (rhe PapersOwhich makes tha distaste quite explicit and | drew oniit
when | have James tell Freud that the gullible readers of joumdism leap at the bat like gaping
fish; or wordsto that effect. The other day, afriend of ming an eminent journdist, obsrved that
al you have to do to find out how inaccurate journdism is, is to be the subject of it. Tha has
been my experience too. | asked him if he had ever been written aboutwith complete accuracy.
@noe,Ohe said. Newspapers are indispensable but this is thar flaw. But the flaw is minor by
comparison with the junk so plentifully dished out every day in the electronic world B both the
internet and bioadband/cable television, and of course Galk radio.O
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